
MEDIA RELEASE 

The inventor of a cup designed to help people who might otherwise struggle to drink 

independently without spilling the contents is aiming to raise £10,000 from a crowd-funding 

scheme. 

Chris Peacock has launched handSteady which has already won awards from Help the Aged, 

and The Guardian and has also received a scholarship from Dyson. 

Chris, whose company manufactures the product and distributes it from Kenilworth with the 

help of Kenilworth-based fulfilment company Pack Smart Limited, believes the cup, which 

features a unique large rotatable handle and hidden lid, is ideal for people who have a range 

of conditions including tremors, limited dexterity, slow movement, swallowing difficulties, a 

weak grip caused by a stroke, multiple sclerosis, rheumatoid arthritis, joint or muscle pain 

and stiffness. 

He commissioned Coventry University Health Design & Technology Institute (HDTI) to carry 

out a usability study to evaluate handSteady after realising he was eligible for five days of 

free consultancy support through HDTI’s Assistive Technologies and Community Healthcare 

Development Project from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). 

HDTI focuses on helping entrepreneurs, inventors and companies develop their ideas for 

products that help people with disabilities and long-term conditions to live more 

independently. 

The ERDF funding is available to small and medium sized businesses in the West Midlands 

region. 

Feedback was positive and Chris is now aiming to raise £10,000 from a crowd funding 

scheme at http://igg.me/at/cuppa before Friday, April 24 with the aim of receiving enough 

pre-orders to place a large manufacturing order to reduce the retail price of the cup.  

He said: “I was inspired to create handSteady because a relative has a long-term health 

condition that makes drinking with standard cups difficult. 

“handSteady helps people who would otherwise find it difficult to hold a cup to drink easily 

because the rotating handle means it stays steady. 

“The handle can be held in any comfortable position and it increases control over the tilting 

of the cup. 

“I want to reduce the cost of the product to make it more accessible and the crowd-funding 

scheme is to try to obtain a large number of pre-orders.” 

Guy Smallman, commercial development director at HDTI, said handSteady looks like an 

everyday cup rather than a disability aid. 



 

He said: “The feedback from the usability study showed that around half of the participants 

found handSteady helpful and said they would continue to use it because it helps them to 

drink easily.  

 

“They felt safe even when having hot drinks and it reduced the risk of spillages, particularly 

when drinking in bed. 

 

“There was a strong consensus that the mug was lightweight and manageable even when 

full and that it would increase their independence. 

 

“Our ERDF project allows us to provide funding to companies developing new healthcare 

products. In this case, we were able to provide Chris with an independent evaluation of the 

handSteady cup which he is able to use in support of its future development and 

marketing.” 

 


